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Shabbat services on Friday, June 15"
when we honored retiring Pastor Dan
Hamlin of the Greenbelt Community
Church for his 28 years of service to
his church, his contributions to
Greenbelt and the special friendship he
cultivated between our two
congregations. Members of GCC and
MT filled our sanctuary to capacity.
Rabbi Cohen was brilliant in leading a
Shabbat service that was meaningful
and genuinely touching to both
communities. He underscored our
common bonds with interesting
commentary on the liturgy, peppered
the evening with a few jokes and
delivered an eloquent and heartfelt
thanks to Pastor Hamlin for his
contributions to humanity. Pastor
Hamlin was noticeably touched by the
tribute. Thank you, Rabbi Cohen, for
orchestrating an evening where the
warmth and good feelings in the room
were palpable. Thanks also go to
Cantor Greenfield for leading us in
song and to Ed and Debbie Brenner,
Becky Hirsch and Jeff Rosen for the
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READY FOR THE NEXT STEP
by Jackie Kling, President
INSIDE As | begin my second year as delicious Oneg Shabbat following
President I'd like to thank the 2011 -12 services.
President’s Column: Board for all of the support | have I'm happy to report that the
Page 1 received this year. You have been summer Membership Meeting was well
Rabbi’s Column: responsive to my ideas and attentive to attended - no doubt due to the delicious
Pages 2 - 3 my questions. | always knew that much breakfast served up by Steve and Janet
goes on behind the scenes at Mishkan Mirsky and Dan Lowery. I'd like to thank
A Note of Thanks Torah but | have a much greater all who participated for your thoughtful
Page s appreciation now than ever before. I'd input as we passed the budget for next
Hebrew School: like to welcome Yael Fischman, Linda year and voted on the new board. | want
The Synaplex Spevack, Rachel White, Nancy to make you aware of one important
Page 4 Solomon, and Diane Rubinstein to the change that came out of this meeting.
Honoring Pastor 2012 — 13 Board. _ Darelynn Fung off_ered to take on the r_ole
Dan Hamlin | could not have ended my first of Trumpet editor in a volunteer capacity.
" Page5 9e 5 year on a higher note than | did during She has experience with producing

newsletters and was eager to jump into
the position. Please join me in
welcoming her and supporting her
efforts. I'd like to thank Arnold Brodsky
for his work over the years as Trumpet
editor. He brought us to the point where
we have a newsletter that we can be
proud of and was diligent in keeping us
on track to provide timely and informative
content.

Speaking of the Trumpet.... 'mon a
new campaign. | recently learned that
most of our members are still receiving
the Trumpet through the postal service.
The cost to Mishkan Torah for this is
about $500 a year. That may not sound
like a lot but with $500 we could almost
get the kitchen professionally cleaned —
something that has been on my wish list
for a long time! When | terminated my
Trumpet by mail | was a bit nervous. |
enjoyed sitting down with it at the kitchen
table or reading it in bed. But now, I'm
thrilled because | always know where it is
and can access information easily.

Continued on Page 14
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CAN WAGNER’S MusIC BE APPRECIATED BY A JEWISH AUDIENCE?

According to the Ha-aretz newspaper, last
month both Tel Aviv University and the Tel Aviv Hilton
hotel reneged on commitments to the Israel Wagner
Society to provide a venue for a concert of music by
the 19™ century German composer Richard Wagner.
They did so after receiving angry protests — many of
them from Holocaust survivors. Ever since the
forerunner to the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra
stopped performing his music in 1938 following
Kristallnacht, Wagner’s music effectively has been
banned in Israel.

Now there’s no getting around
the fact that Wagner was a vicious
anti-Semite. In 1850 he published an
infamous pamphlet entitled
Jewishness in Music, in which he
denounced — among others — the
composer Felix Mendelssohn and
the poet Heinrich Heine as uncreative imitators
incapable of creating great art. (Both Mendelssohn
and Heine are universally considered to be among the
greatest of 19" century German artists.) “Only those
artists who abandoned their Jewish roots — were that
possible — could at all express themselves artistically,”
he wrote. Wagner did more than hate Jews; he
proposed to cast them out of European culture.

Wagner was reprehensible in pretty much
every other way too. He was petty, vindictive, mean,
and a perpetual moocher. He was a megalomaniac, a
notorious womanizer who thought nothing of having
adulterous affairs with the wives of his friends, a
spendthrift who regularly cheated his friends and
constantly had to flee from his creditors. He was a
backstabbing self-promoter.

But Wagner’s hatred of Jews seems to have
had less to do with 19" century racial theories than
with an anxiety caused by the influence of certain
Jews on his art. He actually emulated many of the
very Jewish artists whom he most defamed. He ripped
off the scenario for his opera The Flying Dutchman
from Heine and knocked off Mendelssohn’s Fingal’s
Cave overture in the Dutchman’s evocation of the sea.
Giacomo Meyerbeer, the most famous and successful
composer of opera in mid-19™ century Europe, went
out of his way to advance Wagner’s career — and
supported him financially. Privately, Wagner conceded
that Mendelssohn was a genius. At home in Bayreuth,
he played four-hand arrangements of Mendelssohn
overtures with his wife, Cosima. Wagner hired Jewish
musicians when they served his purposes. One of the
champions of his music was a Jewish conductor

by Rabbi Jonathan Cohen

named Hermann Levi. A longtime friend of Wagner,
Levi conducted the first performance of Parsifal at
Bayreuth in 1882, and was connected with the musical
life of that place during the remainder of his career.
Wagner asked him to convert to Christianity before
conducting the premiere of Parsifal, which has a
Christian religious theme. Levi refused — but Wagner
had him conduct it anyway.

It is true that Hitler loved Wagner’s music — but
Wagner was not Hitler's favourite composer. That
dubious honour belongs to Wagner’s acolyte Anton
Bruckner, an unassuming Austrian church organist
who was championed by anti-Semitic parties but who
never had much to say about Jews one way or the
other. And most Nazis were bored silly at the prospect
of watching five-hour-long epics in which, frequently,
little action happens. They had to be dragged to
performances at Hitler's insistence. In fact, an analysis
of the operas performed in Germany in the 1930’s
reveals that during the Third Reich, Wagner's operas
were less performed than they had been during the
years of the Weimar Republic. The Germans were
much more keen on Carmen, Bizet’s tale of a soldier’'s
scandalous obsession with a Gypsy, and on Madama
Butterfly, Puccini’s opera about an officer's doomed
liaison with a Japanese courtesan — neither
particularly appropriate tales by the standards of Nazi
racialist ideology.

At the start of World War Il, the Nazis actually
banned all performances of Wagner's opera Parsifal.
At first, this decision is hard to fathom, and no official
reason was given for it. Indeed, before the war,
Parsifal — more than any other of Wagner’s works —
had fueled Hitler's imagination, and had provided the
Nazis with the kind of mythic Germanic Christian
ideological background that was easy for the people to
understand. However, as the dead and wounded were
being shipped back from the front, presenting an
opera where one of the main characters lay suffering
from a mortal wound was obviously not very good P.R.
for the war cause.

Wagner authority Robert R. Gibson has
offered further possible reasons why the Nazis banned
Parsifal. He argues that the opera’s main character
learns pacifism throughout his long journeys, and
ultimately becomes a compassionate human being.
These traits were considered signs of moral
weakness, and not worthy of the idealized Nazi
conception of the Aryan male. Continued on Page 3
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WAGNER AND THE JEWS ... from page 2

Gibson also mentions that the ban occurred at the
time when the Nazis were trying to suppress
homosexuality. Propaganda Minister Josef
Goebbels denounced priestly and monastic celibate
life in a speech in 1937.

Parsifal, with its representation of a
community of quasi-religious brothers who embrace
— the SS were forbidden to touch one another —
must have been anathema to the Third Reich.

It's amazing to me that Goebbels didn’t also
ban performances of Wagner’'s magnum opus the
Ring cycle. This is a four-opera, 16% hour
marathon one of the major themes of which is the
disastrous consequences of the abuse of power.
The Ring cycle consists of four operas based on
the Niebelung myths, the same Norse and
Germanic myths that Tolkien used (among other
things) for Lord of the Rings. In the Ring cycle,
Wagner pits love and power as irreconcilable
opposites. The basic story involves some magic
gold lying in the Rhine, protected from discovery by
the mermaid-like Rhine-maidens. If found, this gold
could be made into a magic ring that would allow its
owner to rule the world. But only a person who was
prepared to renounce love could take the gold.
Alberich was an ugly dwarf who figured that no one
could ever love him. So he renounced the hope of
love, took the gold, and made the magic ring.
Wotan the chief god also wanted the ring, as did
several other characters. The story unfolds through
a series of adventures and misadventures; of loves
gained and lost; of scheming, fraud, fighting, killing,
betrayal, and incest. It has magic swords, magic
apples, magic helmets, magic fire, and magic
potions. The upshot: after far too much abuse of
power, almost all the heroes, heroines, and gods
die. Valhalla (the home of the gods) burns down,
the ring gets washed back into the Rhine, and we
are right back where we started 16 hours earlier.
This is hardly the stuff from which one might
construct a thousand-year empire!

Although at the end of the Ring cycle the
magic gold might be back in the Rhine, the music
world would never be the same after its first
performance. With it, Wagner revolutionized opera.
These Ring operas were of unprecedented length
and complexity. In them the orchestra was no
longer a simple accompaniment to the singers, but
an integral part of the action. Wagner made the
music continuous, a radical departure unlike the
previous tendency to see opera as a collection of
separate arias and ensembles which could be
performed individually. He used a complex system

of what he called “Leitmotifs” — melodic ideas each
of which stands for a character, a thing or an idea
in the drama. With Wagner, harmonies became
more complex than ever before, and his
revolutionary use of this element influenced
composers everywhere, and led to the music of the
20" century.

Whether we like this music or not, we must
recognize that no serious musician can afford to be
ignorant of it or of its essential place in music
history. Those who would ban Wagner are hurting
only themselves and making it more difficult for
them to understand and appreciate modern
classical music, much of it written by Jews. Is it
possible for us to distinguish between Wagner’s
sordid character and his art? Indeed, if we choose
to exclude from the canon the works of any
musician or writer who espoused anti-Semitic
views, then we have pitifully little left of Western
civilization from which to choose. The rogues’ list
includes such names as Shakespeare and
Dostoevsky. Moreover, Wagner died fifty years
before Hitler came to power; can he be held
responsible for what others did with his legacy?
There were 20" century German composers such
as Richard Strauss and Carl Orff who openly
worked for or belonged to the Nazi Party. Yet
nobody calls for boycotts of Orff’s “Carmina
Burana” and Israeli orchestras regularly play
Strauss. | am reminded of what the great conductor
Toscanini — himself a refugee from fascist Italy and
reportedly of Jewish descent — said of Richard
Strauss: “To Strauss the composer | take off my
hat; to Strauss the man | put it back on again.”
Perhaps we should say the same about Wagner.

STILL SEEKING FOOD DONATIONS
by Andrea Weiss

The Social Action Committee is asking all
members to dig a little deeper as the summer
approaches to make food donations for the St.
Hugh’s Food Pantry. As summer comes, so too
comes the end of free and reduced breakfasts and
lunches for the school children; and a greater need
for donations comes along as well.

Please consider bringing a can or box of
nonperishable food with you every time you come
to the synagogue. (Remember that the food pantry
cannot accept glass containers.) There is special
need for peanut butter and canned fruits and
vegetables.
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MANY THANKS FROM THE LOEWENSTEIN FAMILY

When Simon and Eva were quite young, |
started doing some synagogue shopping. |
wandered into Mishkan Torah for a High
Holiday service and was intrigued by the

place. Being a careful shopper, I followed this
up by attending the rabbi’s Tuesday evening
study group and the family Erev Shabbat
services before finally deciding to join. | have
been happy with my decision from the start, but
never more so than on the twelfth of Sivan. My
family and | would like to thank the Mishkan
Torah community for the wonderful turnout at
Simon’s Bar Mitzvah.

by Mark Loewenstein

The warm support of the synagogue was very
much in evidence, and several of our guests
commented to me on how comfortable and at
home they felt. Thanks to Rabbi Jonathan and
Cantor Phil for the beautiful service, to Arlene
and Phyllis who did a great job as gabbaim,
and to everyone else who took part in the
service. Also, a big thank you to Alyce and the
Sisterhood for their wonderful catering. In
Simon’s words, the day was awesome.

InaN nTIN

WHAT IS A “SYNAPLEX”?

The concept of a “Synaplex” Shabbat is
one that has been gaining more and more
popularity among progressive congregations
since the term and philosophy were first
introduced by Congregation B’nai Israel in New
York in 2007. The idea of a “Synaplex” is
purposefully based on the more familiar
Cineplex that you'll find at the mall: a place
where everyone goes to see movies, but where
there are many different kinds of movies from
which to choose. A synaplex, then, is a place
where everyone goes to participate in a Jewish
community, but where there are many different
Jewish modes of engagement from which to
choose. The synaplex idea is based on three
principles:

1) that there are diverse ways to express one’s
connection to the Jewish community;

2) that Shabbat is the natural gathering time for
that Jewish community; and

3) that the synagogue is the natural gathering
place for that Jewish community.

by Bret Goldstein, Karp Family School

Torah? Quite well, actually. As one of only
three congregations in the United States dually
affiliated with both the Conservative and
Reconstructionist movements, we understand
already the diversity of Jewish experience. As
a synagogue that holds religious school
classes on Shabbat morning, we already
practice the concept of multiple activities for
multiple populations. Our goal for 5773 is to
expand upon this bright beginning and offer
even more opportunities for even more flexible
programming to match the diversity of spiritual,
cultural and educational interests of
congregants and potential congregants. The
Children’s Education Committee and Youth
Committee are hard at work in the planning
stages for four synaplex shabbatot this year:
September 8", December 8", February 9™,
and April 20". Check back in next month’s
Trumpet for more details.

XX
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PASTOR DAN HAMLIN HONORED AT SPECIAL SHABBAT SERVICE

At the Friday evening Shabbat service
on June 15, 2012, Mishkan Torah honored a
very special friend of the Congregation, the
Reverend Dan Hamlin, who is stepping down
after twenty-eight years as Pastor of the
Greenbelt Community Church. Affectionately
known as “Pastor Dan” at Mishkan Torah,
Reverend Hamlin is continuing his ministry by
working with two organizations; one promoting
Christian, Muslim and Jewish relations, and a
second one involved in supplying drinking
water to nations in East Africa.

The focus of the evening was to honor
Reverend Hamlin and celebrate Pastor Dan’s
contributions over the years to Mishkan Torah
and to Greenbelt. The sanctuary was filled with
congregants from both Mishkan Torah and the
Greenbelt Community Church, who joined
together in praying the liturgy of the Friday
evening Shabbat services and in paying tribute
to Reverend Hamlin.

Rabbi Jonathan Cohen and Cantor Phil
Greenfield led the davening which featured
somewhat more English than at a usual service
and commentary on the Hebrew liturgy from
Rabbi Cohen for the guests from the Greenbelt
Community Church, who enthusiastically
participated in the prayers. Rabbi Cohen gave
a talk in which he drew from the Torah,
Rabbinic sources, and the Christian Gospels
about neighborliness and the duty to love one’s
neighbor as oneself. He discussed the cordial
relations over the years antedating his own
tenure at Mishkan Torah between Mishkan
Torah and the Greenbelt Community Church.
Rabbi Cohen then spoke movingly of his own
warm friendship with Reverend Hamlin. Rabbi
Cohen emphasized that when he first came to
Mishkan Torah as a newly ordained rabbi in
1998, he sought out Reverend Hamlin, a highly
experienced clergyman, for support and
practical advice, forming a bond between
Rabbi and Pastor which has grown and
continued to the present day.

by Jeffrey Rosen, Publicity Chair

When given his turn to speak, Reverend
Hamlin spoke eloquently of his father George
Hamlin 1l, and how the elder Mr. Hamlin had
inculcated the future Pastor at the age of
twelve with a passionate disdain for anti-
Semitism and all forms of injustice. Reverend
Hamlin’s tribute to his father was especially
timely with Father’s Day being the coming
Sunday June 17. Rabbi Cohen then presented
Reverend Hamlin with a beautiful volume of
reproductions of illuminated medieval Hebrew
Biblical manuscripts on behalf of the
Congregation.

Cake shared at the Oneg
photo courtesy of Ed Brenner

At the conclusion of the service, Cantor
Greenfield led a rousing singing of the perfect
song for such an occasion, “Hine Mah tov
umah na’iym,” the text from the opening of
Psalm 133 “Behold how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity.” With that conclusion, the congregants
from Mishkan Torah and Greenbelt Community
Church joined and mingled at a special Oneg
Shabbat to eat, enjoy one another’'s company,
and to congratulate and wish the best to
Reverend Hamlin.%x
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BECOMING A RABBI...AS SEEN THROUGH THE EYES OF HIS WIFE

Saul left for Israel on June 12, and |
have been meaning to write something about
being the wife of a rabbinical student for the
last 7 years, but as we all know, time flies and
we put off things we mean to do. | wanted to
share with our Mishkan Torah community
where we are and what has been going on.
First of all, thanks to everyone who has
supported us during the time Saul has been in
school. Ever since Saul was affectionately
“roasted” back in 2005, we have felt so much
love, encouragement, and support from our MT
family when Saul signed up that year to be a
student at the RRC (Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College) in Philadelphia. So far, it
has been quite a ride! | don't like to use the
word “journey,” because it is so overused
nowadays. It has been a growth experience for
all of us. Other than his being sidetracked by
his kidney cancer diagnosis in 2007, causing
him to miss two semesters of college, it has
been pretty smooth sailing but a great deal of
work.

Saul is now completing his “Modern”
year, meaning that he is in the second to last
year of the program, which is based on eras in
the development of Jewish civilization: Biblical,
Rabbinic, Medieval, Modern, and
Contemporary. The average rabbinical student
is in school for 6 years, however; many, Saul
included, take a Mechinah (preparation) year
before the Biblical year. A typical semester has
seen Saul leaving for Philadelphia anywhere
from Sunday night to Tuesday morning
(depending on his schedule for the semester),
taking 3 to 7 classes, and coming home by
Thursday around dinner time. He has been
renting a room in a home for the last six and a
half years with a lovely family who live very
close to the college. Most of the students
move to the area to make it easier for their
studies, but because Saul needed to keep his
Government job, and go part-time, he has
been working two or three days a week in DC.
For a few semesters, he was able to
telecommute for one of those days, but this
semester he has been going into work only on

by Phyllis Oresky, Membership Chair
Mondays and Fridays. Starting June 12, Saul
flew to Israel and will stay for 12 weeks, to fulfill
his requirement for an Israel experience. (Most
RRC students spend a year studying in Israel,
or more; Saul’s illness and need to keep his job
made that impossible.) | plan to visit the end of
July for two weeks. For the last two years he
has been the Rabbi during the High Holidays at
a lovely little, new congregation, Beth Israel, in
Ocala, Florida. They recently affiliated with the
Reconstructionist Movement. They rent space
to meet in a medical office building, but with a
magnetic mezuzah on the door, a portable ark,
a Torah, reading table, and enough chairs for
about 75 people, they turn it into a sacred
space. lItis very homey. They welcomed us
with open arms, and although they are a small
community, they are committed and strong.
Saul was the Rabbi, Cantor, Torah reader, and
shofar blower, and | helped by lighting candles
before the holiday began, and by being
following gabbai (just like at Mishkan Torah!)
during the Torah service. Watching Saul lead
services was a wonderful experience for me,
and Saul worked very hard to be
accommodating to them while conveying the
High Holiday messages and prayers he wanted
to include. Beth Israel - Ocala has a tradition
of going out to lunch after services the first day
of Rosh Hashana at a nearby restaurant by the
water. Prior to eating, we had a taschlich
service, throwing out challah into the water to
symbolize casting out our sins. However, the
first year, it was raining so hard; we just threw
our crumbs off the porch of the restaurant into
the torrents of water flowing past! It was a
really nice experience for both of us. We are
still in touch with the community, as we are on
their mailing list, and the President continues to
keep us informed of the latest happenings.
This past year we also went to visit a member’s
mother, who was in a nursing home, and Saul
got to blow shofar for her as part of his pastoral
visit. It meant a lot to her, and we both really

enjoyed being able to help.
Continued on page 12
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SISTERHOOD ENJOYS THE THEATER AND LOOKS TO HIGH HOLIDAYS
by Debbie Brenner, Sisterhood President

Almost 40 Sisterhood members, friends
and spouses enjoyed a fun afternoon last month
at our annual Donor Event. We met at Cafe
Luna for lunch, near Dupont Circle, and had
salad, sandwiches and lasagna. After lunch, we
walked over to the Washington Jewish
Community Center which houses Theater J. We
saw a preview performance of a new play, The
History of Invulnerability, the story of Jerry
Siegel, one of the co-creators of the Superman
comic book. Most of us enjoyed the show and
thought that it was very well done. Some of the
issues dealt with were somewhat controversial,
and they were discussed at a talk with the author
and a knowledgeable professor after the show.
Several of us stayed for this informative Q & A
time.

Do you remember that last month we had
a Mah Jongg teach/learn/play evening? | have
heard that several of those ladies have played
again since then. Keep it up -- play, play, play!

Sisterhood's sincere condolences go out
to Irene Spector. Her husband, Sid, passed
away just this month, and he will be missed. He
was an honorary member of Sisterhood, and we
all remember seeing him help in the kitchen and
cheering us on in countless ways. Next time you
can, hug a clown and think of Sid. Better yet hug
Irene the next time you see her!

On another topic, | will be continuing as
President, working closely with Susan Ungar, our
new Vice President, so she can take over next
year. We both would like to see more members
step up and take an active role, so think about
attending an upcoming meeting. Also, if you
have not sent in your check for membership next
year, do it now! Then plan to attend the Paid-up
Membership lunch in the fall.

While | am encouraging you to participate,
I will also remind you to send in your check to be
included on the High Holiday card that is sent to
everyone in synagogue. Please join us so that
we have 100% involvement by the entire
congregation!

Niki Kohn is coordinating our
programming this year, so if you would like to
suggest a program, or even run a program,
please contact Niki as soon as possible so it can
get on the calendar!

| hope everyone is enjoying the
summer.

i SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP

' B’nai Mitzvah, wedding, or holiday presents
::: have you stumped?

u Let our Gift Shop help you out!

n Call Alyce Strasser (after 10:30 a.m., please)
m to arrange an appointment

m to review our great selection.

A Note of Thanks from Catering
by Robin Olson

First, a thank you to all of you that helped

make Simon’s Bar Mitzvah so wonderful. The
food was fantastic. Kudos to Alyce Strasser for

coming out of retirement to coordinate this event.

Many other people chipped in to help at the

events, but here is a list of those that committed
to work and be put on the schedule ahead of time

so we knew we could pull this off:

Joan Goldenberg, Niki Kohn, Ellen Rubin ,

Sue Ungar, Ellen Weiss, Melanie Fishkind,
Rhoda Minda Sherman, Barbara Shansby,
Nancy Solomon, Robin Olson, Jackie Kling,
Shulamit Shroder(Keller), Ronnie Scotkin / Ed,

Annie Haber, Becky Hirsch, Phyllis Oresky, Sue

Zuk , Nadine Wobus, Marcie Lissauer, Martha
Tomecek, Bev Lowenstein/Arden, Carol Levy,

Lois Darr, Rae Brooks/Ron, Debbie Brenner and
Liz Ahmann. Many people worked double shifts.

Please volunteer to help with catering.

There are many non-cooking jobs. Filling water

pitchers and wine cups, washing serving dishes,

setting and clearing tables, putting food on the
tables, packing up any leftover food and

chopping vegetables are just some. We need lots
of help. You do not need to be in Sisterhood. You

do not need to be a woman. You can bring a

friend who is not a member. Help us continue to

provide catering needs for our Shul.
The next Simcha is June 30™ for Liat
Ben-Lev. Join us in the kitchen! %
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CALLING ALL WOMEN!

Sisterhood invites all women who are not presently a Sisterhood member to
join us this year and support the many programs and activities that we do. Dues
are only $36 and include an invitation to our Paid up Membership Brunch this fall.

Did you know that Sisterhood contributed $9,000 to Mishkan Torah this year?
The only way we can continue to support our shul financially is to have your
support as a member.

What does that mean? We would like to have all of our Mishkan Torah
women be members of our Sisterhood this year! It's a wonderful opportunity
to get to know other women while we work together and have fun at the same
time! Our activities vary each year, but have included theater outings, book
discussions, a lunch cruise, museum tours, yoga, and our annual rummage
and jewelry sales. Some of our members help us just by joining and paying
their dues, even if they are too busy with other things to participate in our
meetings and events. Also, friends and relatives who are not members of
Mishkan Torah may still join the Sisterhood.

To join, simply fill out this form and send it to Mishkan Torah with your
payment of $36. Call Annie Haber (see membership directory) if you have any
guestions about dues.

Phone

Emalil

| am enclosing my payment of $36 to become a member of Sisterhood.

A Gl @@ (0,0 @ il 0
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BE PART OF OUR MISHKAN TORAH SISTERHOOD NEW YEAR’S CARD

It is that time of the summer when we are again accepting subscriptions for the
5773 New Year's greeting card. If you were inscribed last year, we hope you will
continue this tradition. If you were not inscribed, we hope that you will add your name
and those of your family members to our greeting card, which is sent to our whole
Mishkan Torah family.

Your subscription conveying holiday wishes for the New Year will show your
support for our synagogue. To continue your custom of including your name, fill out
the form below, attach your check for $15.00 (made payable to MISHKAN TORAH
SISTERHOOD), and leave it in the Sisterhood box in the Mishkan Torah Office.

Do not add this to your summer pile of "things to be done." Fill out the form, write
your check and mail them today and have one less thing to remember to do.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM DEADLINE August 3. 2012

HIGH HOLIDAY GREETING
2012 -5773

Please include our names on the greeting card.

(Examples: Rebecca, Isaac, and Jacob Abramson)

Please make sure that the spelling and order of the names (immediate
family only) is the way that you wish them to appear on the greeting card.
Please use a separate subscription form for married children.
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WAYS AND MEANS

Roast — Change/Save the Date

The Roast to honor Frank Pearlman (80th
birthday), Phil Greenfield (60th birthday), and
the City of Greenbelt (75th birthday) has been
rescheduled for Saturday, November 17 (the
week after the Rummage Sale). Look for more
details in the following months.

Young Leadership Award:

December 1, 2012, honoring Yael Fischman
and Yoni Charry. Please reserve the date and
look for more information in the following
months.

Passover Wine Sale:
The evening of the Reading of the Magillah.

Generations United II:
May 19, 2013. Back by popular demand!

by Angie Carmel, Ways & Means Chair
Organizing a Cookbook Project
A proposal has been made to create a new
synagogue cook book, which received an
enthusiastic reception by everyone attending
the meeting. This will be a joint Sisterhood and
Ways & Means project and should be quite
profitable for Mishkan Torah. The creation
would be a catalyst for numerous social events
as contributors to the book would judge which
recipes would be included. The book would be
dedicated to our own Alyce Strasser who has
been our catering cornerstone for over 20
years. It has been many years since
Sisterhood published the first cook book. Irv
Wartell has volunteered to head the project
and work with the publisher to bring it to
fruition. Many details will need to be addressed
and any help would certainly be appreciated. %

TREE OF LIFE NEEDS NEW LEAVES

by Arlene Gottlieb, Financial Secretary

At the June General Membership meeting, somebody asked about the Tree of Life
leaves. The tree is the first thing you see on your left as you walk into Mishkan Torah. There are
many families who have purchased leaves to commemorate happy occasions. In fact, if you
check out the leaves, you can see evidence of many simchas.

Here are some examples:

Wedding
Andy Peckerar &
Cathleen Pearl
8/8/08

Bar Mitzvah
Shane Doyle

Linda & David Spevack’s
50" Wedding Anniversary
Sept. 3, 2010
Love their children and grandchildren

There are many families that have used the simcha leaves—Strasser, Choper, Carmel,
Spevack, Ellerin, Peckerar, and Tuckman to name a few. | haven’t. But | left Mishkan Torah

today after writing a check for 2 new leaves.

Wedding
Naomi Gottlieb-Miller &
Bob Ehrman
September 6, 2009

Wedding
Joshua Gottlieb-Miller &
Lauren Hannon
June 18, 2011

Since the leaves are small, try to keep the information short and to the point. And for $60 a leaf,
it is a bargain. Who'’s next? You may order a leaf by sending a check made out to Mishkan
Torah and the information you would like to appear on the leaf to the Mishkan Torah office.x
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JULY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

6 Erev Shabbat Family Services

7 Shabbat Parshat Balak

8 Fast of the 17" of Tammuz (Dawn to Dusk)
13 Erev Shabbat Services
14 Shabbat Parshat Pinchas
19 Board Meeting
20 Erev Shabbat Services — Rosh Chodesh Av
21 Shabbat Parshat Mattote-Masei
27 Erev Shabbat Services

7:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.

8 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

8 p.m.
9:30 a.m.

8 p.m.

28 Shabbat Parshat Devarim Chazon — July Birthdays & Anniversaries celebrated  9:30 a.m.

29 Fast of Tisha B’Av — Read Megillat Aichah TBA
JULY YAHRZEITS
July 6
Hannah Shander Morris Goldstein* Zipporah Weinberger
Rose Levine Pearl Shaich Zvi Weinberger
Pauline Spector* Arthur H. Loewenstein William Kirschenbaum*
Nathan Gerson* Louis Wilson Marvin Lerner

Louis M. Morganstein*
Harry Cohen*

Dr. Stanley Becker
Rina Shmerl*

Linda Fox*

July 13

Irving Baker
Harry Presky
Joseph Cohen*
Evelyn Schabb

Jeanne Axelrod*
Elliott A. Bukzin*
Leonard Davis
Lewis B. Siegel
Olga Sokal
Zena Dalees*
Max Spevack

July 20

Benjamin Chasnoff*
Thomas Teates
Edward Mottsman

Isidore Choper

Celia Shinderman*
Margaret Peggy Markfield*
Mamie Lieberman*

July 27

Max Rubenstein*

Mae Gordon*

Jacob Epstein

Charles Samuel Dondes*
Rebecca Ruderman*
Julius Stone

Arthur Singer Lena R. Cohen*
AUGUST PREVIEW

3 Erev Shabbat Family Services 7:30 p.m.

4 Shabbat Parshat Va’ Etchannan Nachamu 9:30 a.m.
10 Erev Shabbat Services 8 p.m.
11 Shabbat Parshat Ekev 9:30 a.m.
16 Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.
17 Erev Shabbat Services 8 p.m.
18 Shabbat Parshat Re-eh — Rosh Chodesh Elul 9:30 a.m.
24 Erev Shabbat Services 8 p.m.
24 Erev Shabbat at Prince George’s Pool with Potluck 5 p.m.
25 Shabbat Parshat Shofetim 9:30 a.m.
31 Erev Shabbat Services 8 p.m.
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MISHKAN TORAH GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE FOLLOWING DONATIONS

Yahrzeits

Angie, Leah & Dana Carmel
for Moshe Josef Carmel &
Alan Searle

Selma Klein for Elihu Klein

Gary & Niki Kohn for Anne
Gruen Kohn & Jules Cohan

Joseph & Marlene Stregack
for Boris Martin Stregack

Gladys Chasnoff for Sarah
Chasnoff & Jacob Kramer

Esther Krasnick
Karen Friedman for David
Alster

Judy, Robert, Jesse, Ari &
Dina Goldberg-Strassler for
Natalie Goldberg & Ephraim
Goldberg

Schoenberg

Sura Rogal
Joan & David Goldenberg
for Arlene Dieterman

Max & Ruth Horlick for Anna
Horlick

Strasser

Ms. Laura Lee Strasser for

Ignatz Strasser

Janet, Steve & Rachel
Mirsky for Solomon

Claire Rogal for Murray
Daniel Shapiro & Dorothy

Alyce & Arnold Strasser for
Rose Epstein & Ignatz

Carol Valoris for Joseph
Valoris

Raymond Krasnick for

High Holiday Pledge
President’s Club
Howard & Deborah
Chasanow

Becky & Carl Hirsch

High Holiday Pledge
Vincent & Stephanie
Demma

Generations United

In Honor of ...

Carolyn Sonnen & Barbara
White by Rachel White &
Benjamin Greenfield

CeCeteteetn-

Becoming A Rabbi...continued from page 6

One benefit about being in Florida for the High
Holidays was that we got to stay with Saul’s
sister Vivian and her husband Al. (Al grew up in
Mishkan Torah, and was the first Bar Mitzvah in
our “new” building.) We had great visits. Vivian
is an amazing cook and baker, and they loved
showing us around their retirement community.
Al is an excellent billiards player. They live
about 20 minutes from the synagogue in Ocala.
It was wonderful to be able to visit, as they can’t
come up to Maryland very often. Another
bonus was that last year we got to stay with
Mark and Becky Silverstein, former MT

members, who live about 30 minutes from Disney,
for a few days between the holidays. Yes, of
course they wanted to take us there! We actually
opted for Universal Studios to see the Harry Potter
exhibit, which was amazing. Mark and Becky have
a lovely home, and were extremely hospitable.
We don’t know where Saul will be this year yet for
the High Holidays, but hopefully the experience
will be just as wonderful (and we’re hoping a little
closer to home).

Saul hopes to graduate from RRC next
June, 2013. It has been exciting, yet exhausting
for him. But | think well worth it. &
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ANNOUNCING THE NEW BOARD FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013

Rabbi Jonathan Cohen
Cantor Phil Greenfield
Congregation President Jackie Kling President@MishkanTorah.org
Co-Executive VP Dan Lowery ExecVP@MishkanTorah.org
Programs VP Irv Wartell ProgramsVP@MishkanTorah.org
Treasurer Bill Schwartz Treasurer@MishkanTorah.org
Diane Rubinstein
Financial Secretaries Arlene Gottlieb Finance@MishkanTorah.org
Recording Secretary Janet Davis RecordingSec@MishkanTorah.org
Adult Programs Ronnie Scotkin AdultPrograms@MishkanTorah.org
Youth Programs Rachel White YouthPrograms@MishkanTorah.org
Children's Ed Chair Bret Goldstein Childrensed@MishkanTorah.org
Men's Club President Steve Mirsky MensClub@MishkanTorah.org
Publicity Chair Jeffrey Rosen Publicity@MishkanTorah.org
Religious Committee Yael Fischman
Linda Spevack Religious@MishkanTorah.org
Funeral Practices Robin Olson Bereavement@MishkanTorah.org
Building Committee
Ridge Rd Facilities Stephen Feinberg,
Wendy Garson Synagogue@MishkanTorah.org
Rabbi's House Jordan Choper Rabbi'sHouse@MishkanTorah.org
Landscaping Becky Hirsch Landscaping@MishkanTorah.org
Security Ed Hickey BuildingSecurity@MishkanTorah.org
Membership Arden Bronstein
Phyllis Oresky Membership@MishkanTorah.org
Social Action Nancy Solomon SocialAction@MishkanTorah.org
Ronnie Scotkin
Ways and Means Angie Carmel WaysandMeans@MishkanTorah.org
Internet Committee Mark Loewenstein Internet@MishkanTorah.org
Sisterhood President Debra Brenner Sisterhood@MishkanTorah.org
Gift Shop Manager Alyce Strasser GiftShop@MishkanTorah.org
Catering Coordination Martha Tomecek
Jackie Kling Catering@MishkanTorah.org
Trumpet Editor Darelynn Fung TrumpetEditor@MishkanTorah.org
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PRESIDENT

You could print it out at home but |
appreciate that it is now one less thing to clutter
up my dining room table and recycle. Please
send an email to internet@mishkantorah.org and
put ‘send my Trumpet by email’ in the subject
line. Inthe body put the email address where
you wish to receive the Trumpet.

I’m not neglecting my last campaign
though...LotsaHelpingHands. Only 20 members
have registered so far. I’'m looking for at least

...from page 1

another 80. Please send an email to
LHH@mishkantorah.org and you will receive
information on how to sign up.

So, we need more people signing up
for LHH and less people receiving the
Trumpet via mail. | hope to have a positive
report on our progress in August. I'll leave you
with one last nudge - please respond promptly
when the High Holiday mailing arrives this
summer. Enjoy the warm months ahead. %

Lotsa Helping Hands

create community

The Trumpet is published

by Mishkan Torah Synagogue
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770
(301) 474-4223
Please submit articles, pictures, suggestions, and flyers to
TrumpetEditor@MishkanTorah.org

www.MishkanTorah.org

of each month unless announced otherwise.

by the twentieth

MISHKAN TORAH SYNAGOGUE
10 RIDGE ROAD
GREENBELT, MARYLAND 20770

FIRST CLASS MAIL
RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED


mailto:internet@mishkantorah.org?subject=send%20my%20Trumpet%20by%20email
mailto:LHH@mishkantorah.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20join%20the%20LotsHelpingHands%20Mishkan%20Torah%20Community
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